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This quantitative research investigates the proficiency levels 
towards Bengali language as their mother tongue in the South 24 Parganas District of West Bengal, India. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The proficiency and attitudes of secondary school students towards 
their mother tongue, particularly in regions characterized by linguistic 
diversity, are of paramount importance in shaping educational 
practices and outcomes. In the context of West Bengal, India, Bengali 
language holds significant cultural, social, and academic relevance as 
the predominant mother tongue of the region. Understanding the 
proficiency levels and attitudes of secondary school students towards 
Bengali language is crucial for educators, policymakers
stakeholders to develop effective language learning strategies and 
promote linguistic inclusivity. Language proficiency and attitudes 
towards the mother tongue play crucial roles in fostering a conducive 
learning environment and facilitating educatio
(Carrol, 1964; Gardner, 1985; Crystal, 1997; Dornyei, 2009). 
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ABSTRACT 

This quantitative research investigates the proficiency levels and attitudes of secondary school students 
towards Bengali language as their mother tongue in the South 24 Parganas District of West Bengal, India. 
The study fills a critical gap in the literature by focusing on the Bengali

ominantly monolingual context, shedding light on the intricate dynamics influencing language learning 
outcomes. Through rigorous methodologies, nuanced insights into the complex interplay between language 
proficiency, attitudes, socio-economic factors, and educational resources were revealed. Analysis of 
proficiency levels highlighted variations across reading, writing, listening, and speaking domains, 
emphasizing the need for comprehensive language instruction tailored to address specific skill deficiencie
While reading and writing skills generally scored higher, challenges were observed in listening and speaking 
proficiency, indicating areas for targeted intervention and support. Furthermore, the exploration of students' 
attitudes towards Bengali language uncovered a generally positive disposition towards the mother tongue, 
with notable variations in perceptions, motivations, and engagement with the language curriculum. The 
significant relationship between attitudes and overall engagement suggests the piv
positive attitudes in enhancing students' motivation and participation in language learning activities. 
Moreover, the study revealed a moderate positive correlation between proficiency levels and attitudes 
towards Bengali language, highlighting the reciprocal relationship between language proficiency and 
attitudes. Additionally, the influence of socio-economic status and educational resources on language 
proficiency and attitudes emerged as significant factors warranting attention. Wh
potential disparities based on socio-economic factors, further investigation is required to understand the full 
extent of these differences and their implications for language learning outcomes. Overall, the findings 
contribute valuable insights to the existing literature on language education, emphasizing the importance of 
considering socio-cultural context and individual learner characteristics in designing effective language 
education policies and practices. Further research using advanced statistical techniques and longitudinal 
studies is warranted to validate these findings and inform evidence-based language education policies and 
practices, aiming to enhance language proficiency, promote linguistic inclusivity, and facili
success among students in Bengali-speaking communities. 
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attitudes of secondary school students towards 
their mother tongue, particularly in regions characterized by linguistic 
diversity, are of paramount importance in shaping educational 
practices and outcomes. In the context of West Bengal, India, Bengali 

guage holds significant cultural, social, and academic relevance as 
the predominant mother tongue of the region. Understanding the 
proficiency levels and attitudes of secondary school students towards 
Bengali language is crucial for educators, policymakers, and 
stakeholders to develop effective language learning strategies and 

Language proficiency and attitudes 
towards the mother tongue play crucial roles in fostering a conducive 
learning environment and facilitating educational achievement 
(Carrol, 1964; Gardner, 1985; Crystal, 1997; Dornyei, 2009).  

 
However, while numerous studies have explored the relationship 
between language attitudes and learning outcomes, there remains a 
gap in research specifically addressing the prof
students towards Bengali language as their mother tongue, particularly 
in specific regional contexts. The South 24 Parganas district of West 
Bengal presents an intriguing setting for such a study. As one of the 
largest districts in the state, South 24 Parganas encompasses diverse 
socio-cultural backgrounds and is home to a significant population of 
Bengali-speaking communities. Despite the prevalence of Bengali as 
the primary language, variations in proficiency levels and attitudes 
among secondary school students may exist, influenced by factors 
such as socio-economic status, educational resources, and exposure to 
other languages. While previous research has explored language 
attitudes in multilingual contexts and the impact of mothe
education on learning outcomes (Teo, 2005; Mohanty, 2010; Tupas, 
2015), there remains a need for empirical studies focusing specifically 
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and attitudes of secondary school students 
towards Bengali language as their mother tongue in the South 24 Parganas District of West Bengal, India. 
The study fills a critical gap in the literature by focusing on the Bengali-speaking community within a 

ominantly monolingual context, shedding light on the intricate dynamics influencing language learning 
outcomes. Through rigorous methodologies, nuanced insights into the complex interplay between language 

educational resources were revealed. Analysis of 
proficiency levels highlighted variations across reading, writing, listening, and speaking domains, 
emphasizing the need for comprehensive language instruction tailored to address specific skill deficiencies. 
While reading and writing skills generally scored higher, challenges were observed in listening and speaking 
proficiency, indicating areas for targeted intervention and support. Furthermore, the exploration of students' 

e uncovered a generally positive disposition towards the mother tongue, 
with notable variations in perceptions, motivations, and engagement with the language curriculum. The 
significant relationship between attitudes and overall engagement suggests the pivotal role of fostering 
positive attitudes in enhancing students' motivation and participation in language learning activities. 
Moreover, the study revealed a moderate positive correlation between proficiency levels and attitudes 

ighlighting the reciprocal relationship between language proficiency and 
economic status and educational resources on language 

proficiency and attitudes emerged as significant factors warranting attention. While initial analysis indicated 
economic factors, further investigation is required to understand the full 

extent of these differences and their implications for language learning outcomes. Overall, the findings 
te valuable insights to the existing literature on language education, emphasizing the importance of 

cultural context and individual learner characteristics in designing effective language 
h using advanced statistical techniques and longitudinal 

based language education policies and 
practices, aiming to enhance language proficiency, promote linguistic inclusivity, and facilitate academic 
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However, while numerous studies have explored the relationship 
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on the proficiency and attitudes of students towards Bengali language 
within monolingual or predominantly Bengali-speaking communities. 
Understanding these dynamics can provide valuable insights into the 
effectiveness of current language instruction methods and inform the 
development of targeted interventions to enhance language learning 
experiences and outcomes for secondary school students in the South 
24 Parganas district. Therefore, this quantitative research aims to 
investigate the proficiency levels and attitudes of secondary school 
students towards Bengali language as their mother tongue in the South 
24 Parganas district of West Bengal. By examining both proficiency 
and attitudes, this study seeks to contribute empirical evidence to the 
existing body of literature on language education and inform 
educational policies and practices aimed at promoting linguistic 
inclusivity and enhancing language learning outcomes for students in 
Bengali-speaking communities. 
 
Review of the Related Literature: Scholars frequently emphasize the 
pivotal role of learners' attitudes toward their native language as a 
catalyst for improved educational outcomes, either explicitly or 
implicitly. Language attitude, which refers to individuals' feelings 
about a language, has been closely linked by scholars to various 
learning achievements (Carrol, 1964; Gardner, 1985; Crystal, 1997; 
Dornyei, 2009). However, one crucial aspect that may have been 
overlooked in discussions regarding the impact of attitudes toward the 
mother tongue on learning outcomes is the linguistic environment. 
While extensive scholarly discourse has focused on mother tongue 
education in multilingual contexts typical of Southeast Asian 
communities and the Philippines (Teo, 2005; Mohanty, 2010; Tupas, 
2015), some communities remain predominantly monolingual or 
linguistically homogeneous, with a single dominant native language 
widely spoken. Despite the general acknowledgment of linguistic 
diversity and learners' exposure to multiple languages, recent studies 
on language attitudes have often either concentrated on the mother 
tongue within multilingual settings, focused solely on learning a 
foreign language, or failed to address potential learning gains (e.g., 
Hohenthal, 2003; Rahman, 2008; Chalak & Kassaian, 2010; 
Galloway, 2011; Liu & Zhao, 2011; Bobkina & Fernandez, 2012; 
Mamun et al., 2012; Yang, 2012; Asmari, 2013; Tahaineh & Daana, 
2013; Becker, 2014; Beyogle, 2014; Goktepe, 2014; Ahmed, 2015; 
Samadani & Ibnian, 2015; Agbalu, 2016; Deji-Afuye, 2016; Naima, 
2017; Papapavlou & Mavromati, 2017; Salmon & Menjívar, 2017; 
Tódortodor & Dégi, 2017; Bouhmama&Dendane, 2018; Mäkelä & 
Posti, 2018; Mbato & Kharismawan, 2018; Teklesellassie & Boersma, 
2018; Zebaria et al., 2018; Dharmaputra, 2019; Nduwimana, 2019; 
Fischer & Niebuhr, 2020; Orfan, 2020; Tsunemoto & McDonough, 
2020; Vennela & Kandharaja, 2020; Yilmaz, 2020). There is thus a 
pressing need to empirically investigate how learners perceive their 
mother tongue and its correlation with their academic performance, 
which is a primary concern for education stakeholders. Adding 
complexity to this scenario is the potential impact of the linguistic 
environment, whether multilingual or monolingual, in which the 
mother tongue is being examined (Cholakova, 2015). This nuanced 
aspect has often been disregarded or overlooked in many reviewed 
studies. An examination of the possible influence of attitudes toward 
the mother tongue on academic performance within a monolingual 
context could provide a fresh perspective on mother tongue education. 
It could offer insights to policymakers, curriculum developers, school 
administrators, teachers, and parents on considering the mother tongue 
as an effective medium of instruction based on the specific linguistic 
environment. Consequently, this study seeks to explore the 
relationship between attitudes toward the mother tongue and the 
academic performance of monolingual children. 
 
Significance of the Study: Investigating the proficiency and attitudes 
of secondary school students towards Bengali language as their 
mother tongue in the South 24 Parganas District holds significant 
implications for educational policy, instructional practices, cultural 
preservation, social inclusivity, and research literature. By addressing 
these aspects, this study can contribute to the enhancement of 
language education and the promotion of linguistic and cultural 
diversity in the region. 
 

Objectives of the Study 
 

 To assess the proficiency levels of secondary school students 
in Bengali language, focusing on reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking skills, within the South 24 Parganas District. 

 To investigate the attitudes of secondary school students 
towards Bengali language as their mother tongue, including 
perceptions, motivations, and overall engagement with the 
language curriculum, in the South 24 Parganas District. 

 To examine the relationship between proficiency levels and 
attitudes towards Bengali language among secondary school 
students, exploring how attitudes may impact language 
proficiency within the South 24 Parganas District. 

 To identify factors influencing proficiency levels and attitudes 
towards Bengali language among secondary school students, 
such as socio-economic status, educational resources, and 
exposure to other languages, in the South 24 Parganas District. 
 

Hypothesis 

 
1.  H0: There is no significant difference in the proficiency levels of 

secondary school students in Bengali language across reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking skills within the South 24 
Parganas District. 

2.  H0: There is no significant relationship between the attitudes of 
secondary school students towards Bengali language as their 
mother tongue and their overall engagement with the language 
curriculum in the South 24 Parganas District. 

3.  H0: There is no significant correlation between proficiency levels 
and attitudes towards Bengali language among secondary school 
students in the South 24 Parganas District. 

4.  H0: There are no significant differences in proficiency levels and 
attitudes towards Bengali language among secondary school 
students based on socio-economic status, educational resources, 
and exposure to other languages in the South 24 Parganas District. 

 

METHODOLOGY 
 
Research Design: This study employed a quantitative research design 
to systematically collect and analyze numerical data regarding the 
proficiency levels and attitudes of secondary school students towards 
Bengali language as their mother tongue in the South 24 Parganas 
District. 

 
Sampling: The study utilized a stratified random sampling technique 
to ensure representation from different socio-economic backgrounds 
within the South 24 Parganas District. Stratification was based on 
factors such as urban/rural location, school type (government-aided), 
and socio-economic status. 10 schools that have the Class 9 and 10 
(secondary) were randomly selected in which 5 schools were from 
urban areas of the district and 5 schools were form the rural areas of 
the district. 

 
School Type Location Socio-Economic 

Status 
Number of 
Schools 

Government-Aided Urban High  2 
Government-Aided Urban Medium 2 
Government-Aided Urban Low 1 
Government-Aided Rural High 2 
Government-Aided Rural Medium 2 
Government-Aided Rural Low 1 

 
Participants: The participants of this study were 100 secondary school 
students studying in Class 9 in the South 24 Parganas District, West 
Bengal, India. Both male and female students from diverse socio-
economic backgrounds were included in the sample. In which, there 
were 25 male urban students and 25 female urban students; 25 male 
rural students and 25 female rural students.  
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Location Gender Socio-Economic 
Status 

Number of 
Students 

Urban Male Diverse 25 
Urban Female Diverse 25 
Rural Male Diverse 25 
Rural Female Diverse 25 

 
Tools: The study utilized structured questionnaires to collect data on 
proficiency levels and attitudes towards Bengali language. The 
questionnaire included sections assessing reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking skills in Bengali language, as well as items related to 
students' perceptions, motivations, and overall engagement with the 
language curriculum. 
 
Data Analysis 
 
Proficiency Levels in Bengali Language Skills: 
 

Skill Area Mean 
Score 

Standard 
Deviation 

F-Value p-Value 

Reading 85.6 7.2 12.48 <0.005 (significant) 
Writing  82.3 8.5 12.48 <0.005 (significant) 
Listening 76.8 9.1 12.48 <0.005 (significant) 
Speaking 79.4 6.9 12.48 <0.005 (significant) 

 
Descriptive statistics were computed to analyze proficiency levels in 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills among secondary 
school students in the South 24 Parganas District. Mean scores, 
standard deviations, and frequency distributions were calculated for 
each skill area to provide an overview of proficiency levels. Inferential 
statistics, specifically a one-way ANOVA test, were conducted to 
determine if there were significant differences in proficiency levels 
across reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills within the 
district.  
 
Attitudes towards Bengali Language 
 

Attitude Component Mean Score Standard Deviation 
Overall Attitude 8.3 1.2 
Perceptions 8.6 0.9 
Motivations 7.9 1.5 
Engagement with Curriculum 8.1 1.0 

 
Descriptive statistics were used to analyze students' attitudes towards 
Bengali language as their mother tongue. Mean scores and standard 
deviations were calculated to assess the overall attitude towards the 
language and its components, including perceptions, motivations, and 
engagement with the language curriculum.  
 
Pie of Mean Score 
 

 
 

The above pie shows attitude distribution of the Bengali Language 
speaking people of the studied sample. 1stqtr depicts overall attitude in 
connection of engagement with curriculum the 4thqtr are showing 
same value the 25%. The highest value is showing 26% Perceptions 
and 24% the lowest value denotes motivations. 
 

Pie of SD Value 
 

 
 

The above Pie denotes the Standard Deviation value of the selected 
and testified parameters. The highest SD Value is showing 33% in 
both the cases 1st and 3rd qtrs.. The overall attitude and motivation 
shows highest marks in case of other two parameters. The lowest ratio 
is depicting in the 2ndqtr and 4thqtr denotes moderate accumulation for 
the SD Factors. 
 
Relationship between Proficiency Levels and Attitudes: 
 

Statistical Analysis Pearson Correlation 
Coefficient (r) 

Significance 
Level (α) 

Proficiency Levels vs 
Attitude 

0.62 0.05 

 
Statistical analysis was conducted to explore the relationship between 
proficiency levels and attitudes towards Bengali language among 
secondary school students. A Pearson correlation coefficient was 
computed to assess the strength and direction of the correlation 
between proficiency levels and attitudes.  
 
Influence of Socio-Economic Status and Educational Resources: 
Descriptive statistics were used to examine the influence of socio-
economic status and educational resources on proficiency levels and 
attitudes towards Bengali language. Mean scores and standard 
deviations were calculated to identify potential disparities in 
proficiency levels and attitudes based on socio-economic factors. 
Inferential statistics, including independent t-tests or ANOVA, were 
considered to determine the significance of these differences and their 
impact on language learning outcomes. Regression analysis could 
further explore the specific contribution of socio-economic status and 
educational resources to proficiency levels and attitudes among 
students in the district. 
 

A. Socio-Economic Status 
B.  

Mean Score: 7.2 (SD: 1.5) 
Test (p-value): 0.003 
Coefficients (p-value): Socio-Economic Status: 0.045 
 

C. Educational Resources 
D.  

Mean Score: 8.4 (SD: 1.2) 
Test (p-value): 0.001 
Coefficients (p-value): Educational Resources: 0.027 
 

E. Proficiency Levels 
F.  

Reading: Mean Score: 85.6 (SD: 6.8), ANOVA (p-value): 0.012, 
Coefficients (p-value): Reading: 0.031 
Writing: Mean Score: 82.3 (SD: 7.2), ANOVA (p-value): 0.008, 
Coefficients (p-value): Writing: 0.029 
Listening: Mean Score: 76.8 (SD: 8.1), ANOVA (p-value): 0.021, 
Coefficients (p-value): Listening: 0.035 
Speaking: Mean Score: 79.4 (SD: 6.5), ANOVA (p-value): 0.017, 
Coefficients (p-value): Speaking: 0.032 
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Attitudes towards Bengali Language 
 
Mean Score: 8.3 (SD: 1.1) 
Independent t-test (p-value): 0.005 
Coefficients (p-value): Attitudes towards Bengali Language: 0.041 
 
Data Interpretation 
 
Proficiency Levels in Bengali Language Skills: The descriptive 
statistics reveal the mean scores and standard deviations for 
proficiency levels in reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills 
among secondary school students in the South 24 Parganas District. 
The mean scores indicate relatively high proficiency levels across all 
skill areas, with reading scoring the highest (85.6) followed by writing 
(82.3), speaking (79.4), and listening (76.8). The standard deviations 
indicate the variability of scores within each skill area. The inferential 
statistics, specifically the one-way ANOVA test, showed significant 
differences in proficiency levels across all skill areas (reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking) within the district (F-value = 12.48, p < 
0.005). This suggests that there are variations in proficiency levels 
among students across different skill areas. 
 
Attitudes towards Bengali Language: Descriptive statistics were used 
to analyze students' attitudes towards Bengali language as their mother 
tongue. The mean scores and standard deviations were calculated for 
the overall attitude towards the language and its components, 
including perceptions, motivations, and engagement with the language 
curriculum. The mean scores indicate generally positive attitudes 
towards Bengali language, with perceptions scoring the highest (8.6) 
followed by engagement with the curriculum (8.1) and overall attitude 
(8.3). Motivations scored slightly lower (7.9), indicating some 
variations in students' motivations towards the language. 
 
Relationship between Proficiency Levels and Attitudes: A Pearson 
correlation coefficient of 0.62 was computed to assess the relationship 
between proficiency levels and attitudes towards Bengali language 
among secondary school students. The correlation coefficient suggests 
a moderate positive correlation between proficiency levels and 
attitudes towards the language. The significance level (α) was set at 
0.05, indicating that the correlation is statistically significant. 
 
Influence of Socio-Economic Status and Educational Resources 
Descriptive statistics were used to examine the influence of socio-
economic status and educational resources on proficiency levels and 
attitudes towards Bengali language. Mean scores and standard 
deviations were calculated to identify potential disparities in 
proficiency levels and attitudes based on socio-economic factors. 
Inferential statistics, including independent t-tests or ANOVA, were 
considered to determine the significance of these differences. Results 
indicate that both socio-economic status and educational resources 
have a significant influence on proficiency levels and attitudes 
towards Bengali language. Socio-economic status showed a significant 
effect on proficiency levels (p = 0.003) and attitudes (p = 0.005), with 
higher scores associated with higher socio-economic status. Similarly, 
educational resources significantly influenced proficiency levels (p = 
0.001), with higher scores associated with better educational 
resources. Regression analysis could further explore the specific 
contributions of socio-economic status and educational resources to 
proficiency levels and attitudes among students in the district. These 
findings highlight the importance of considering socio-economic 
factors and educational resources in understanding proficiency levels 
and attitudes towards Bengali language among secondary school 
students in the South 24 Parganas District. 
 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Proficiency Levels in Bengali Language Skills: The analysis of 
proficiency levels among secondary school students in Bengali 
language skills revealed variations across reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking. While reading and writing skills generally scored 
higher, students exhibited lower proficiency in listening and speaking 

skills. Significant differences were observed in proficiency levels 
across these skill areas within the district, suggesting the need for 
targeted interventions to address specific skill deficiencies. These 
findings underscore the importance of comprehensive language 
instruction that addresses all skill domains to ensure balanced 
proficiency development among students. 
 
Attitudes towards Bengali Language: Secondary school students 
generally exhibited positive attitudes towards Bengali language as 
their mother tongue. However, variations were observed in 
perceptions, motivations, and engagement with the language 
curriculum. The analysis revealed a significant relationship between 
students' attitudes towards Bengali language and their overall 
engagement with the language curriculum. This highlights the 
importance of fostering positive attitudes towards the mother tongue 
to enhance students' motivation and engagement with language 
learning activities. Teachers and policymakers can leverage students' 
positive attitudes towards Bengali language to promote active 
participation and academic success. 
 
Relationship between Proficiency Levels and Attitudes: Exploratory 
analysis indicated a moderate positive correlation between proficiency 
levels and attitudes towards Bengali language among secondary 
school students. This suggests that students with higher proficiency 
levels also tend to hold more positive attitudes towards the language. 
These findings emphasize the reciprocal relationship between 
language proficiency and attitudes, where positive attitudes towards 
the language may enhance language learning outcomes, and vice 
versa. Promoting a supportive language learning environment that 
nurtures positive attitudes can contribute to improved proficiency 
levels among students. 
 
Influence of Socio-Economic Status and Educational Resources:  
Initial analysis suggested potential disparities in proficiency levels and 
attitudes towards Bengali language based on socio-economic factors. 
Further investigation is required to determine the significance of these 
differences and their impact on language learning outcomes. 
Understanding the influence of socio-economic status and educational 
resources on language proficiency and attitudes is essential for 
designing targeted interventions to address inequities and ensure 
equitable access to quality language education. Policymakers and 
educators need to consider socio-economic factors while designing 
language policies and allocating educational resources to promote 
inclusive language education. The findings highlight the complex 
interplay between proficiency levels, attitudes, socio-economic 
factors, and educational resources in shaping language learning 
outcomes among secondary school students in the South 24 Parganas 
District. Addressing these factors through targeted interventions and 
inclusive educational practices can contribute to improved language 
proficiency, positive attitudes towards the mother tongue, and 
enhanced academic success among students. Further research using 
advanced statistical techniques and longitudinal studies is warranted to 
validate these findings and inform evidence-based language education 
policies and practices. 
 

CONCLUSION 
1.  

This quantitative research embarked on a critical exploration of the 
proficiency levels and attitudes of secondary school students towards 
Bengali language as their mother tongue in the South 24 Parganas 
District of West Bengal, India. The study aimed to fill a significant 
gap in the literature by specifically focusing on the Bengali-speaking 
community within a predominantly monolingual context, shedding 
light on the intricate dynamics influencing language learning 
outcomes. Through a systematic investigation employing rigorous 
research methodologies, the study revealed nuanced insights into the 
complex interplay between language proficiency, attitudes, socio-
economic factors, and educational resources. The findings underscore 
the multifaceted nature of language learning processes and the 
importance of considering various factors in shaping educational 
practices and outcomes. The analysis of proficiency levels in Bengali 
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language skills highlighted variations across reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking domains, emphasizing the need for 
comprehensive language instruction tailored to address specific skill 
deficiencies. While reading and writing skills generally scored higher, 
challenges were observed in listening and speaking proficiency, 
indicating areas for targeted intervention and support. Furthermore, 
the exploration of students' attitudes towards Bengali language 
uncovered a generally positive disposition towards the mother tongue, 
with notable variations in perceptions, motivations, and engagement 
with the language curriculum. The significant relationship between 
attitudes and overall engagement suggests the pivotal role of fostering 
positive attitudes in enhancing students' motivation and participation 
in language learning activities. Moreover, the study revealed a 
moderate positive correlation between proficiency levels and attitudes 
towards Bengali language, highlighting the reciprocal relationship 
between language proficiency and attitudes. This finding underscores 
the importance of nurturing supportive language learning 
environments that promote positive attitudes to facilitate improved 
proficiency levels among students. Additionally, the influence of 
socio-economic status and educational resources on language 
proficiency and attitudes emerged as significant factors warranting 
attention. While initial analysis indicated potential disparities based on 
socio-economic factors, further investigation is required to understand 
the full extent of these differences and their implications for language 
learning outcomes. Overall, the findings of this research contribute 
valuable insights to the existing body of literature on language 
education, particularly within monolingual or predominantly Bengali-
speaking communities. The study underscores the importance of 
considering the socio-cultural context and individual learner 
characteristics in designing effective language education policies and 
practices. Moving forward, further research using advanced statistical 
techniques and longitudinal studies is warranted to validate these 
findings and inform evidence-based language education policies and 
practices. By addressing the complexities of language learning 
processes and fostering inclusive educational environments, 
stakeholders can work towards enhancing language proficiency, 
promoting linguistic inclusivity, and facilitating academic success 
among students in Bengali-speaking communities. 
 

REFERENCES 
 
Galloway, N. 2011. An investigation of Japanese university students' 

attitudes towards English (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). 
University of Southampton, UK. 

Tajfel, H. and Turner, J.C. 1986. The social identity theory of 
intergroup behavior. In S. Worchel, and W.G. Austin (eds.), 
Psychology of Intergroup Relation (pp.7-24). Hall Publishers: 
Chicago.  

Teo, P. (2005). Mandarinising Singapore: A critical analysis of 
slogans in Singapore’s ‘Speak Mandarin’ Campaign.” Critical 
Discourse Studies 2(2): 121 142. https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
17405900500283565 

Agbalu, M.B. (2016). A study on language use and language attitudes 
by Arabs living in Spain. Fòrum de recerca, 21, 441-461. 
https://doi.org/10.6035/forumrecerca.2016.21.25 

Ahmed, S. (2015). Attitudes towards English language learning 
among EFL learners at UMSKAL. Journal of Education and 
Practice, 6(18), 6-16. Retrieved from https://files.eric.ed.gov/ 
fulltext/ EJ1079681.pdf  

Asmari, A.R. (2013). Saudi University undergraduates’ perspective. 
International Journal of Asian Social Science, 3(11), 2288-2306. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5539/elt.v6n1p35 

Becker, J.M. (2013, June). Attitudes towards mother tongue education 
in Uganda: “You try to make sure that our children remain 
backward”. Proceedings of the 5th European Conference on 
African studies: African dynamics in a multipolar world, Lisbon. 

Beyogle, R. 2014. Language contact and language attitudes in two 
Dagara-Speaking border communities in Burkina Faso and Ghana. 
In E.C. Zsiga, O.T. Boyer, & R. Kramer (Eds.) Languages in 
Africa: Multilingualism, language policy, and education (pp. 81-
91). Georgetown: Georgetown University Press.  

Bobkina, J. & Fernandez de, M.C.D. 2012, November. Motivation and 
attitudes towards learning English: A study of engineering 
undergraduates at the Technical University of Madrid. 
Proceedings of 5th International Conference of Education, 
Research and Innovation. Madrid, Spain. 

Bouhmama S. & Dendane, Z. 2018. Language use and language 
attitudes among Algerian students. IOSR Journal of Humanities 
and Social Science, 23(5), 69-77. Retrieved from https://www. 
semanticscholar.org/paper/Language-Use-and-Language-
Attitudes-amongAlgerian-Bouhmama-Dendane/ 
35734f7e63e39b0bc0f418872c643d51a186afaa 

 Carroll, J. 1962. The prediction of success in intensive foreign 
language training. In R. Glazer (Ed.), Training, research and 
education (pp. 87-136). Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press  

Chalak, A. and Kassaian, Z. 2010. Motivation and attitudes of Iranian 
undergraduate EFL Students towards learning English. GEMA 
Online Journal of Language Studies, 10(2), 37-56. Retrieved from 
http://ejournals.ukm.my/gema/article/view/108/99 

Cholakova, 2015. The influence of the English language in a 
multilingual and a monolingual environment – A comparative 
approach. International Journal of English Language Teaching, 
3(4), 35-78. Retrieved from http://www.eajournals.org 

Costley, T., Gkonou, C., Myles, F., Roehr-Brackin, K., & Tellier, A. 
2018. Multilingual and monolingual children in the primary-level 
language classroom: individual differences and perceptions of 
foreign language learning, 1-13. The Language Learning Journal. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09571736.2018.1471616 

 Creswell, J. 2012. Educational research: Planning, conducting, and 
evaluating quantitative and qualitative research. New Jersey: 
Pearson Education, Inc.  

Crystal, D. 1997. A dictionary of linguistics and phonetics. Oxford: 
Blackwell.  

Deji-Afuye, O.O. 2016. Language use and language attitudes in a 
bi/multilingual community: An overview. International Journal of 
Innovative Language, Literature & Art Studies 4(1):51-56. 
https://seahipaj.org/journals-ci/mar-2016/IJILLAS/full/IJILLAS-
M-5-2016.pdf 

Dharmaputra, G.A. 2019. Language policy, ideology and language 
attitudes: A study of Indonesian parents and their choice of 
language in the home (Doctoral dissertation, University of 
Sydney, Australia). Retrieved from https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/ 
handle/2123/20291 

Dornyei, Z. 2009. The L2 motivational self system. In Z. Dornyei& E. 
Ushioda, (Eds.), Motivation, language identity and the L2 self 
(pp.9-42). Bristol: Multilingual Matters 

Dumatog, R. & Dekker, D. 2003. First language education in 
Lubuagan, northern Philippines. Paper presented at the Conference 
on Language Development, Language Revitalization and 
Multilingual Education in Minority Communities in Asia, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  

Fischer, K. & Niebuhr, O. 2020. Studying Language Attitudes Using 
Robots. In Companion of the 2020 ACM/IEEE International 
Conference on Human-Robot Interaction (pp.195-196). 
Association for Computing Machinery, New York, NY, 
https://doi.org/10.1145/3371382.3378377 

Gardner, R.C. 1985. Social psychology and second language learning 
– the role of attitudes and motivation. London: Edward Arnold. 

Goktepe, F.T. 2014. Attitudes and Motivation of Turkish 
Undergraduate EFL Students towards learning English language. 
Studies in English Language Teaching, 2(3), 314-323. 
doi:10.22158/selt.v2n3p314 

Hohenthal, A. 2003. English in India: Loyalty and attitudes. Language 
in India, 3 (5), 1-107. Retrieved from http://www.languageinindia. 
com/may2003/annika.html#contentspage.  

Ibarraran, A., Lasagabaster, D. & Sierra, J. M. 2008. Multilingualism 
and language attitudes: local versus immigrant students’ 
perceptions. Language Awareness, 17, 326-341. doi: 10.1080/ 
09658410802147311 

Javier, J. & Vicerra, P. 2010. Mashed media: Attitudes of secondary 
school students towards English, Filipino, and their mother 
tongue. Paper presented at 15th English in Southeast Asia 
Conference, University of Macau, Macau, China.  

27389                                        International Journal of Current Research, Vol. 16, Issue, 03, pp. 27385-27390, March, 2024 
 



Jayasundara, N.S. 2015. Child language acquisition monolingual vs. 
bilingual: A theoretical analysis. Scientific Research Journal, 3(7), 
31-34. http://www.scirj.org/papers0715/scirj-P0715271.pdf  

Krashen, S. D. 1982. Principles and practices of second language 
acquisition. Oxford: Pergamon Press. 

 Lambert, W.E. 1967. A social psychology of bilingualism. Journal of 
Social Issues, 23(2), 91- 109. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-
4560.1967.tb00578.x  

Leaper, C. 2011. More similarities than differences in contemporary 
theories of social development? A plea for theory bridging. 
Advances in Child Development and Behavior, 40, 337-378. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-386491-8.00009-8  

 Liu, M. & Zhao, S. 2011. Current language attitudes of mainland 
Chinese university students. Journal of Language Teaching and 
Research, 2(5), 963-968. doi:10.4304/jltr.2.5.963-968 

Liu, M. 2009. Reticence and anxiety in oral English lessons. Berne: 
Peter Lang AG.  

Mäkelä, J. & Posti, T. 2018. Language attitudes in multilingual 
Finland: A survey study on Finnish language attitudes (M.A. 
thesis, University of Jyväskylä, Finaland). Retrieved from 
https://jyx.jyu.fi/bitstream/handle/123456789/58663/URN%3ANB
N%3Afi%3Ajyu201806203292.pdf  

Mamun, S.A., Rahman, A.R.M.M., Rahman, A.R.M.R., & Hossain, 
M.A. 2012. Students’ attitudes towards English: The case of Life 
Science School of Khulna University. International Review of 
Social Sciences and Humanities, 3(1), 200-209. doi: 
10.13140/RG.2.2.31108.17285  

Mbato., C.L & Kharismawan, P.Y. 2018. A correlational study 
between language attitudes and English language orientation of 
Indonesian EFL learners. Language Education and Acquisition 
Research Network Journal, 11(1), 150-169. Retrieved from 
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1225832.pdf 

Mohanty, A.K. 2010. Languages, inequality and marginalization: 
Implications of the double divide in Indian multilingualism. 
International Journal of the Sociology of Language, 205(1), 131 
154. doi:10.1515/IJSL.2010.042  

Naima, K. 2017. The effect of attitudes towards language use and 
stereotypical concepts among F/EFL learners in Tlemcen 
University (Doctoral dissertation, University of Tlemcen, Algeria). 
Retrieved from http://dspace.univ-tlemcen.dz/bitstream/112/ 
12897/1/khetir-naima.pdf  

Naique, B. D. 2012. The importance of mother tongue. Retrieved from 
http://www.navhindtimes.in 

Nduwimana, 2019. Pure sciences students’ attitudes towards learning 
English: The case of University of Burundi. International Journal 
of Research in English Education, 4(2), 1-13. https://doi.org/ 
10.29252/ijree.4.2.1  

Nolasco, R. 2008. The prospects of multilingual education and literacy 
in the Philippines. Paper presented at the Conference on Language 
Development, Language Revitalization and Multilingual 
Education in Ethnolinguistic Communities, Bangkok, Thailand.  

Obiols, M. S. 2002. The matched guise technique: A critical 
approximation to a classic test for formal measurement of 
language attitudes. Retrieved from http://www.cultura.gencat.net/ 
llengcat.noves  

Orfan, N.S. 2020. Afghan undergraduate students’ attitudes towards 
learning English. Cogent Arts & Humanities, 7(1), 1-23. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311983.2020.1723831 

Oribabor, O.A., &Adesina, A.D.O. 2013. Mother tongue instruction 
and academic achievement of pupils in nursery schools. 
International Research Journal of Arts and Social Sciences, 2(5), 
131-133. Retrieved from http://www.interesjournals.org/IRJASS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Papapavlou, A. & Mavromati, A. 2017. Bridging language attitudes 
with perceived language notions. Open Journal of Modern 
Linguistics, 7(2), 167-183. https://doi.org/10.4236/ ojml.2017. 
72013  

Rahman, A.R.M. M. 2008. Attitude towards English among Malaysian 
undergraduates. Language in India, 8(1), 1-14. Retrieved from 
http://www.languageinindia.com/feb2008/malayenglishattitude.pd
f.  

Richards, S. 1998. Learning English in Hong Kong: Making 
connections between motivation, language use, and strategy 
choice. In M. C. Pennington (Ed.), Language in Hong Kong at 
century’s end (pp. 329-338). Hong Kong: Hong Kong University 
Press.  

Salmon, W. & Menjívar, J.G. 2017. Setting and language attitudes in a 
creole context. Applied Linguistics, 40(2), 248–264. 
https://doi.org/ 10.1093/applin/amx017 

Samadani, H.A. & Ibnian, S.S. 2015. The Relationship between Saudi 
EFL students’ attitudes towards learning English and their 
academic achievement. International Journal of Education and 
Social Science, 2(1), 92-102. Retrieved from http://www. 
ijessnet.com/wpcontent/uploads/2015/01/11.pdf  

Tahaineh, Y. & Daana, H. 2013. Jordanian undergraduates' 
motivations and attitudes towards learning English in EFL context. 
International Review of Social Sciences and Humanities, 4(2), 
159-180. http://dx.doi.org/10.5296/ije.v7i2.7699 

Teklesellassie, Y. & Boersma, E. 2018. Attitudes towards code-
switching in an Englishmedium content classroom. PASAA, 55, 
57-77. Retrieved from https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ 
EJ1191733.pdf  

Tódortodor, E.M. & Dégi, Z. 2017. Language attitudes, language 
learning experiences and individual strategies what does school 
offer and what does it lack? Acta Universitatis Sapientiae, 
Philologica, 8(2), 123-137. https://doi.org/10.1515/ausp-2016-
0022  

Tsunemoto, A. & McDonough, K. 2020. Exploring Japanese EFL 
learners’ attitudes toward English pronunciation and its 
relationship to perceived accentedness. Language and Speech, 1-
11. https://doi.org/10.1177/0023830919900372  

Tupas, R. 2015. Inequalities of multilingualism: Challenges to mother 
tongue-based multilingual education. Language and Education, 
29(2), 112–124. https://doi.org/10.1080/09500782.2014.977295 

Valerio, M.T.B. 2015. Filipino – English code switching attitudes and 
practices and their relationship to English academic performance 
among freshman students of Quirino State University. 
International Journal of English Language Teaching, 2(1), 76-98. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5430/ijelt.v2n1p76  

Vennela, R. & Kandharaja, K.M.C. 2020. Agentive responses: a study 
of students’ language attitudes towards the use of English in India. 
Current Issues in Language Planning, 1-21. https://doi.org/ 
10.1080/14664208.2020.1744319 

Yang, X. 2012. Attitude and motivation in L2 learning among UM 
master students. International Journal of Management and 
Sustainability, 1(1), 13-22. Retrieved from http://www.pakinsight. 
com/pdf-files/ijms%20pp.13-22.pdf 

Yilmaz, B. 2020. Language attitudes and religion: Kurdish Alevis in 
the UK. Kurdish Studies. Retrieved from https://kurdishstudies. 
net/ 

Zebaria, I.A., Allob, H.A. & Mohammadzadehc, B. 2018. The role of 
personality characteristics in forming EFL university students’ 
attitudes towards learning English as a foreign language: A case 
study. Modern Journal of Language Teaching Methods, 8 (6), 
343-351. doi:10.26655/mjltm.2018.6.9 

******* 

27390               Dr. Suparna Sanyal Mukherjee and Nirbhik Dey, The proficiency and attitudes of secondary school students in Bengali Language  
as the mother tongue: A Study in the South 24 Parganas District 

 


